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From the Missionary Herald. 
PALESTINE MISSION. 
PUBLIC STATEMENT OF ASAAD SHIDIAK. 
(Concluded from page 662.) 


One of my friends told me that he had suggest- 
ed to the patriarch the grand reason why I did not 
believe in ihe pope, which was, that, among othe: 
doctrines of his, he taught, that he could not com- 
mit au error, and that now, though a pope should 
see any one of his predecessors had erred, he 
could not say this, for fear that he also should ap- 
pear anunbeliever. This friend also told me, that 
the patriarch wondered how I should pretend tha! 
Iheld to the Christian religion, and still converse 
in such abusive terms against it; and J also won- 
dered, that after he saw this, he shonld not be will 
ing SO much as to ask me, iv mildne+s, and seit- 
possession, and forbearance, for what reasons | 
was unwilling to receive the doctrines of the pope, 
orto say I believed as he did; but he would vor 
consent that the above mentioned Armenian ples 
should bold a discussion with me, and more than 
this, laid every person, and even his own biother, 
vader excommivnication, if he should presume to 
disjute or Converse with me on religion. 

Under tiis prohibition from conversation, and 
this bereavement of books from wha’ quarter could 
Iget the necessary evidence to believe in then 
opinions ? 

Another cause I had of wonder, which was, that 
not one of them all with whom I conversed, afte: 
he saw me heretical and declining from the truth, 
thought proper to advise me to use the only means 
of becoming strong in tie faith, viz. prayer to God 
ihe Must High, and searching his Holy Word, 
which a child may understand. I wondered, too, 
that they should ridicule me, and report me abroad 
asone mad; and after all this, be so fearful to en- 
gage ina dispute with a madman, lest he should 
Vanquish them in argument, or spoil theimunder- 
Sanding, or turn them away from the truth. 

Afier some time came the bishop of Beyraot. 1 
a the usual salutation, and was greatly re- 
to see him, as I knew the excellency of his 
iderstanding, and his quickness of apprehension, 
6 hoped that, alter some discussion between us, 
would explain the truih, and that he would rest 
"clear evidence to support his views. But in this 
“ase also, I was disappointed; for one day, when J 
shed hun a question, and during the whole short 
“Mversation which followed, whenever I began to 
tat evidence against him, he was angry, and 
os y drove from my chamber ina fury, and that 
. | Ro other cause as he pretended, than that he 
Not wish to converse with a heretic. 


Some time after this, Hoorv Joseph Stiabeen 
came down to the convent of Alma, and I ence sv- 
ored to get him to unite with me in persuading the 
patriarch to send out among the people preachers 
of the Gospel, or that there should be pre»ching in 
the churches as before mentioned. But he would 
not co-operate with me in this, and [ was again dis- 
appointed, 

Then, when the patriarch and the bishop of 
Beyroot wished to dispute with me, J] expressed the 
hope that the discussion aught be in meekness. and 
without anger. It was concluded that the discus- 
sion should be in writing, that no one shoul! af- 
terwards be able to alter what he had once said, 
They then commenced by asking me questions ; 
the first question was in amount, this, “ His the 
Messiah given us a new law ?” Art fiest, L did not 
grant that be had, strictly speking, given usa 
new law, and quoted the words of Jobn, toat “ the 
law was given by Moses, but giace and truth came 
by Jesus Christ 7 but when | afterwards saw that 
by “a new law” they meant merely the Gospel, or 
the New Testament, Lauswered in the offi: aative. 
They then asked me if there was not to be found 
i this new law some obscurities. I aus*ered, 
“Ves.” They then asked me, Suppose any differ- 
ence of sentiment should arise between the teach- 
ers of Christianity, how are we to distinguish the 
truth from the error? [ answered thas;—“ We 
have no other means of arriving at the truth, than 
searching the word of God, with learning, and 
season, gnd inquiry of learned spiritual teachers, 
with purity of motive, and with disinterestedness 
of inclination. If the obscurities of the word of 
God cannot be understood by these means, our ig- 
norance is excusable, and will not prevent our sal- 
vation. Ifthe passages, which still remain ob- 
scure, concern faith, it is sufficient for a man to 
say, I believe according as the truth is in itself be- 
fore God, or I believe im the thing as God inspired 
it tothe writer. And if the obscurity respects our 
practice, after making use of the means above 
mentioned, if that branch of our practice be for- 
biden, or under a doubt, desist from it, but if it is 
not forbidden, do it, and Blessed is he that con- 
demneth got himself in the thing which he allow- 
eth. 

After I had given them this answer, they brought 
no evidence to prove any error in it, and more- 
over afterwards never putto me any question in 
wilting. 

Once, as I was walking with the bishop of Bey- 
root, he began to tell me how much they all fele 
for me; and how unwilling they should be to put 
mein chats to die a lingering death; and that 





were it not for their sympathy and their love te- 
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706 Palestine 
wards me, there were people who had conversed 
with them, who were ready to take my life. Some 
further conversation passed, and 1 began to intro 
duce the subject of religion, and to ask how we 
could believe in the pope that he was infallible. 
He quoted for proof the words of our Saviour, 
Thou art Peter, &c. Lasked him if it was proper 
to suppose that ali things bestowed on Peter, were 
also given to the pope? If so, why does not the 
pope speak with tongues; and why is he not se 
cure from the evil effects of poison, &c.? He an- 
swered, that these last things were not necessary. 
‘But how do you prove it necessary,” said I, “that 
the pope should not err? Is it not sufficient if any 
one has doubts, to ask his teacher who is not infal- 
lible? If you say yes, then the opinion of the fal. 
lible man will answer. Bat if you say no, and 
that we must go to the pope, what must become of 
the man who dies before the answer of the pope 
can reach him ?” He then resorted to another mode 
of proof, saying, “ Is it not desirable that the pope 
should be infallible ?” I assured him I wished it 
might be so. “ Well, is not God able to render 
him so?” “ Yes, He is able to do all things.” He 
wished to infer his point from these two premises. 
But I said, “ Your reasoning with regard to the 
pope may be applied to all the bishops of the 
church: for it is desirable that they should all be 
infallible, and God is able to make them so.” He 
said, * No, for the bishops feeling less their need 
of the pope, would not look to him or submit to 
him as their head, and thus there would be divi- 
sions and contentions in the church.” But why, 
said I, did not divisions and contentions arise among 
the apostles? Were they not all infallible as well 
as Peter ? He would not admit they were infallible. 
I told him that was an opinion that could not be 
believed, that the pope was infallible and the apostl- 
es not: for itis well known'to all that the Holy Ghost 
descended on the apostles in a peculiar manner. | 
asked him again how it could be made to appear 
that divisions would be produced ff all bishops 
were infallible ; for if they were all of one opinion, 
as they of course would be, their union must be the 
more perfect. We conversed farther at some length 
when he concluded by saying, “ You are possessed 
of adevil.” 

The next day, as the patriarch and tht bishop 
of Beyroot were seated under a tree without the 
conven, | wen out to them, and said, “ Your holi- 
ness sent for me to come hither for employment, 
and { came and have remained here a consider- 
able time. What do you wish me to do for you, 
for | cannot remain here in idleness ?” He said, 
* What doyou wish to do?” If your holiness pleas- 
es that [I teach i the school of Ain Warka, I will 
do that. “No, I cannot have you goto Ain War- 
ka to corrupt the miads of those who are studying 
science, and to contradict my opinions.” But | 
will instruct you in grammar. “ No, the youths of 
the college are now attending to moral science.” 
Weill, | only beg you will let ine know what I am 
to do, and if you have ne employment for me | 
wish to return home. The bishop here broke in 
upon the conversation, saying, I will not suffer you 
to go back among my fluck ww deceive them, and 
tu:a them away toheresy. Will you then debar 
me, sard I, from my home? If so, let me know 
where Ef shall go, what I shail do? The bishop 
then said ‘© the patriarch, “ Indeed I will not suf- 
fer this mento go abroad among my people, for 
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he is even attempting to make heretics of us also.» 
Yes, replied the patriarch, it will votdo after this 
to afford him a residence in any part of the Jang’ 
The bishop then turned to me in the bitterest an. 
ger and rage, reviling me and saying, “4f you g¢ 
among my people, again, I will send and take you, 
life, though it be in the bosom of your own house.” 
I said, * Well, what would you have me do, ay 
what will you do with me? If you wish to kill ny. 
or shut me up in prison, or give ine up to the gov. 
ernment, or whatever it may be, I wish to know j.” 
“ You must wait here till spring or summer,” sai 
ihe patriarch, “and then we shall see how you are.” 
I answered him in the words of that Christian who 
was given by his judge ten days to deliberay 
whether he would worship an image: “ Consid 
the time as already past and do what you please,” 

I asked the bishop his reason for wishing to ki 
me. Whatevili had I done? He was filled wi) 
high and bitter indignation, saying, “* What, mis. 
creant! Shall we let you go forth to corrupt my 
flock for me ? Is not what has passed enough >” | 
rose and said to them, “ God at least is with me,” 
and ieftthem. The patriarch sent after me his 
nephew, requesting me, in soothing words to re. 
turn, and saying that he would do what I wished, 

But when I contemplated the hardness ef hean 
manifested by the bishop, I could not restrain my. 
self from reproving him, hoping that he woul 
grow mild. I said therefore, “ Our Lord Jesus 
Christ said, out of the abundance of the heart th 
mouth speaketh, and that Satan, who was in his 
heart, wished to kill me, for Satan was a murder. 
er from the beginning.” I told him moreover, 
that he was not a true disciple of Christ. Ané 
when I had left them a second time, the patriarch 
again sent his nephew to inquire of me whai | 
wished ; whether it was money; or what else, pro- 
inising that he would answer my inquiries. 

I returned and told him, I had a request to 
make of one thing only, and that I hoped he would 
answer me, not as to a little child who would ask 
a childish thing. He asked me what it was. [ 
said I have to ask of you the favor to send fiom 
your priests two faithful men to preach the Gos. 
pel through the country, and I am ready, if neces 
sary, to sell all that I possess to give to them 
part of their wages. He promised me it -shouil 
be done. But I had reason to expect that he 
would receive such a request as from the tout 
of one out of his reason. Now there was at the 
convent a man called Hoory Gabriel, who Wi 
said to be insane, and was known to all his at 
quaintance as a man that would never say a worl 
on the subject of religion, and he was a scribe ol 
the patriatch, and from the time of my arrival u 
til that day had never asked me a single quesii0! 
about my faith, or opinions, nor had given ine ine 
least word of advice about any of my errors. TH 
same night, as this priest was passing the evenili 
in company with the patriarch, bishop, and othe! 
individuals, as if they had been conversing 00 !" 
idiocy, in making the request of to-day, the pall!” 
arch sent for me to come and sit with then. 
came. The patriarch then asked this priest 2" 
the others present, if two proper men could bé 
found to go and preach the Gospel. ‘They 'e" 
answered, one to another, such an one, and s! 
an one would be the fittest persons, some mention 
ing one aud some another, looking at me - 
mean time laughing, to see what { would sy: 
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| smiled in a pleasant manner at all this, and 
when one asked me why I laughed, I said to the 
patriarch, “Have you not perfect confidence in 
the integrity of the priest Gabriel ?” He said, 
“Yes.” I then said, pray let this priest then ex- 
amine me for the space of a few days, and if he 
does not conclude that I am a heretic, I will for 
one take upon myself this duty of preaching.— 
This remark put an immediate end to the conver- 
sation. 
The next day, when the bishop wished to mock 
ime before the patriarch and a Sheik of the coun- 
uy, I answered his questions according to his own 
manner ; butin a little time he began to revile me, 
and rebuke me for blasphemy against the eucha. 
rist, against the Virgin Mary and the pictures, 
and that because I had said before one of his dea- 
cons, that were it not for fear of the patriarch, I 
would tear all the pictures in pieces and burn 
them. I gave him answer to every particular by 
itself, and when he found that he could produce 
against me no accusation, he increased in wrath. 
| then said, if this is your pleasure, I will say no 
niore. J told him that L had said that pictures 
were not gods; that such was my opinion always; 
and that I wished to tell all the common people 
so, that they might understand it. But to this he 
would not consem. He then began to accuse me 
of saying of the eucharist, “ Let them smelt the 
scent of it, and know that it is but bread and wine 
still.” I told him that if he would give me leave 
io speak, or if he wished to hear my views, I would 
speak ; “but how is it that vou bring against me 
accusations, and. do not suffer me to make my de- 
fence?” Here he again was not willing that | 
should speak, but the patriarch said to me, Speak. 
Iwen observed, that Sit. Ephraim says, * Come, 
eat the fire of the bread, and drink the spirit of the 
wine ;” and began to say fiom this, that our eating 
the body of Christ was not natural, but spiritual. 
Then again he fell into a rage against me. I said 
to him, “It is written, be ye angry and sin not. | 
told you before, that | would keep silence and not 
speak without your consent, and whatever you 
wish, tell me, that I may act or refrain according- 
ly.” Atthis the patriarch smiled. But the bish- 
~p fell into a passion still more violent, against 
ihe patriarch as well as myself, and rose and went 
way. I also left the room. In the evening, 
when were collected together the patriarch and 
bishop and all the monks, with priest Nicholas, 
vhom they were about to ordain bishop on the 
morrow, the patriarch began to ask me questions 
respecting my faith. When I saw that their ob- 
ject was neither to benefit me, nor receive benefit, 
I gave them answers calculated to continue the 
conversation io a trifling strain, saying, “* My faith 
isthe faith of Peter, and the faith of Peter is my 
faith. I believe all that God has given by inspi- 
ration to the one holy catholic church.” He ask- 
tdme, What is the church? I answered, “The 
thurch is the whole company of those who believe 
ithe Messiah and his law, on all the face of the 
tah.” But where is the place of the church ? 
“The place of the church is the whole world, it 
Stace up of every vation and people.” “ What,” 
“ii he, “the English among the rest?” “ Yes, 
‘the English also.” Afterwards, when he con- 
“iwed to question me, aud I saw that he had no 
“tr object than to try me, I assured him, this is 
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then asked him ifhe was willing w hol! a discuss- 
ion on the subject; but he would not permit it ia 
any shape. He afierwards requested me torell iy 
faith again without fear, and without concealment, 
I referred them to the priest that was about to be 
ordained, saying, that [ had conversed with him 
on all points particularly, and that he was able to 
make answer for ine. The priest then bore testi- 
mony on the spot, that I had said before him that 
I believed the pope to be infallible, while I never 
said this atany time. Afterward, when I was in 
his company privately, [ inquired how he could 
bear such testimony as he had done. He coufess- 
ed in the fullest terms, that he knew it was a false- 
hood, but that he said what he did, that they might 
cease talking with me. The saime night I had re- 
solved on quitting them; so at about midnight I 
left the convent, committing myself to the pro- 
tection of God, who never deserts them that trust 
in him, and arrived at Beyroot on the morning of 
Thursday, March 2, 1826. 

Here then I remain at present, not that [ may 
take my views froin the English, or from the Bible 
men, nor that I may receive my religion from them. 
No, by no means ; for I hold to the word of God. 
This is beyond all danger of error. In this 1 be- 
lieve ; in this is iny faith, and according to it I de- 
sire to regulate my life, and enjoy all my consoia- 
tions. By this I wish to shew what I believe and 
not to confer with flesh and blood, that I may not 
run now or hereafter in vain; for I know and am 
persuaded, that the true religion is not according 
to the teaching of men, but according to the in- 
spiration of God; not according to the custom of 
education, but according to the truth which is 
unade manifest by the word of God. I therefore 
say to myself now, as I did in the convent with the 
patriarch, where I wrote thus: 

“ Far from me be all the commandinents of men. 
Nothing is to come into comparison with the 
teaching of Jesus by reading the New Testament. 
If our hearts are not transformed, there is the great- 
est danger that we die in our sins. If any thing 
in the doctrine of Jesus seems burdensome, let us 
pray that he may make it light; and if there is 
any thing that we do not understand, let us pray 
that he would instruct us and reveal the obscurity 
to all who truly believe in Jesus. There is noth- 
ing more delightful to the soul than he. Oh taste 
and see that the Lord is good ; blessed are all they 
that put their trust in him. Cast thy burthen on 
the Lord and he will sustain thee. Sweet is the 
sorrow produced by his word; for it gives.us an 
aversion to all the consolations of time. Let us 
therefore seek refuge in God. Alas for thee, O 
thou that trustest to the doctrines of men, espe- 
cially if they give rest to your conscience, for that 
rest is false and deceitful, proceeding from the 
thoughts of men, and preventing you » ow attain- 
ing that true rest, of which the Apostles speak, say. 
ing, We do rest from our labors. Take heed lest 
there be in any of you an evil heart of unbelief in 
departing from the living God. Read the word and 
it shall teach you all things necessary to your sal- 
vation, If you say you do not understand it, be- 
hold the promise of St. James, If any man lack 
wisdom, let him ask of God, who giveth to all men 
Ng! and upbraideth not, and it shall be given 
him. Tue divine word is a most precious treasure, 


is worth any mig in your estimation or not. I 





MY taith, and to this faith will L hold, whether it 
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from the fouatain itself. Again, I say, vain is the 
philosophy of men; for it recommends to us doc- 
trines newly invented, and prev@Mts our increase 
in virtue, rather than promotes it. Cast it far from 
you,” 

This is what I wrote some time since, and I 
would revolve these thoughts in my mind at all 
times. The object in all that 1 have done, or at- 
tempted, or written, in this late occurrence, is, 
that I may act as a disciple and servant of Christ. 
I could not, therefore, receive any advice, which 
should direct me to hide my religion under a bush- 
el. [can not regulate myself by any rules con- 
trary to those of Christ ; for I believe that all who 
follow his word in trath, are the good grain, and 
that all those who add to his word, are the tares 
sown by the enemy, which shall soon be gathered 
in bundles and cast into the fire unqnenchable. 
And I beg every member of my sect, i. e. of the 
Maronite church, who loves truth, if he sees me in 
an error to point it out to me, that I may leave it, 
and cleave tothe truth. But I must request those 
who wold rectify my views, pot to do as did a 
priest at Beyroot, who after a considerable discuss. 
ion, denied the inspiration of the New Testament. 
Men like him I do not wish to attempt to point 
out my errars; for such men, it is evident, need 
rather to be preached to, than to preach; and to 
be guided, rather than to guide. But if any un- 
derstanding man will take the word of God and 
prove to me from it any doctrine whatever, [I will 
respect him and honor him with all pleasure. 
But if a doctrine cannot be established thus, it is 
not only opposed to the doctrines of Christ, but to 
the views of the early Christians, the fathers of 
the church; such as St. Ephraim and others.— 
Such doctrines I cannot confess to be correct, al- 
though it should cost me the shedding of my 
blood. Be it known, that I am not seeking mo- 
ney, nor office ; nor do I fear any thing from con. 
tempt, nor from the cross, nor from the persecu- 
tion of men, nor from their insults, nor their evil 
accusations, so far as they are false. For I am 
ready for the sake of Christ to die daily, to be ac- 
counted asa sheep for the slaughter, for he, in 
that he suffered being tempted, is able to succor 
those that are tempted. I consider that the suf- 


ferings of this present time are not worthy to be |. 


compared with the glory thatshall be revealed in 
us. I believe that Jesus is our High Priest for 
ever, and hath an unchangeable priesthood, where- 
fore he is able to save them to the uttermost that 
come unto God by him, fur he is the one Media- 
tor between God and man, and he ever liveth to 
make intercession with the father for us; and he 
is the propitiation for our sins, and to him be glo 
ry with the Father and his Holy Spirit of life for 
ever and ever.—.Amen. 

I would only add, if there is any one, whoever 
he may be, that will shew me to be under a mis 
take, and that there is no salvation for me unless 
1 submit to the pope, or at least shew me that it is 
lawful to do so, I am ready to give up all my pe- 
culiar views and submit in the Lord: But without 
evidence that my views are thus mistaken, I can 
not give them up, and yield a blind obedience, un- 
til it shall be not only told that I am mad, but un- 
til I shall be so in fact, and all my understanding 
leaves me. Not until men shal! have burned not 
only the Bibles printed by the English, but all the 
Bibles of the world. But these two things, upder- 
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standing and the Bible, I pray God to presery, 
both to me and to all the followers of Christ. 
and that he will preserve and save all you, m, 
friends, in the Lord. AsaapD Suipiax. 


As late as the 19th of October, the date of the |, 
test intelligence from Syria, the writer of the forego. 
ing statement was alive, and stedfast to the faith jy. 
had derived from the Scripture, though still in the 
hands of his enemies, and the object of cruel persecy 
tion. 


SOUTH-WESTERN COAST OF AFRICA. 
[Concluded from our last. } 


In its inhabitants, Africa is as various and pe. 
culiar, as in its other productions. [tis peopled by 
many millions of human beings, differing vastly 
from each other in colour, forms of government, 
occupations and religion. Some of them are ga. 
thered into small tribes, ruled by petty chiefs. 
others into large and powerful nations. Unbound. 
ed liberty is enjoyed by some, and others groan in 
the abjectest servitude, or live beneath an easy 
despotism. Many tribes have no fixed residence, 
but wander about with their flocks in search of 
pasture, or their arms in search of prey: others 
have permanent abodes, large and commercial 
cities, and enjoy a comparative civilization, Jy 
colour they are not less diversified : from the deep- 
est black to every brighter hue, except perhaps 
the ruddy fairness of an European complexion 
Whiteness, when first beheld, is shocking to them, 
and they attribute it to disease. A charitable old 
uegro woman, who afforded Park a neal and Jodg- 
ing, on the banks of the Niger, could not refrain, 
even in her kindness, from exclaiming: “ Go: 
preserve us from the devil!” And it was a com- 
mon subject of regret among the weg-o girls iv 
Bornou, that Denham and Clapperton were “ s¢ 
white.” 

In Central Africa all these travellers found pop- 
ulous and highly cultivated countries, in which 
were large cities of 30,000 and 50,000 inhabitants. 
To these marts resort all the people of the neigh- 
bourhood, and caravans and single merchant: 
from the most distant regions. You may there see 
the Negro of all varieties ; from the thick lips 
flat noses, receding foreheads and frizzled locks oi 
the western coast, to the equally black but straig! 
and prominent features, and long lank hair of the 
interior and the east. You see him mingling wit) 
the dusky Moor, the olive coloured Arab, and thie 
tawney Egyptian, each in his national or fancifu! 
costume. 

“‘ A thousand tongues prefer strange orisons on high. 


The numbers of a thousand sects, blent and tine: 
tured with each other, meet in friendly converse 
Paganism is the prevalent forin of worship ; «nd 
here and there some faint traces of christianity 
appear: but the predominant belief, or practise, '* 
the religion of the prophet. The faithtul expert: 
enced no difficulty in the conversion of Africa 
Its simple and docile inhabitents willingly adopt 
ed all that was inculcated, by Saracen, Jew 
Christian, and without abandoning their ancieo! 
rites and notions, incorporated all the new. 

But the question is, whether a nation of free 
blacks can be established on the western coast 0! 
this great continent. The climate has been urged 


as an insurmountable obstacle :—so it was, i0 = 
case of America. Liberia has been desolated » 
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sickness :—so were Plymouth and the settlements 


in Virginia. We are not reduced, however, to 
reasoning from analogy; we have facts directly 
applicable to our position. Colonies have been es 

tablished and have flouished, on the coast of Af- 
rica. Sierra Leone, after many sad reverses in its 
infancy, is now a thriving territory, with 20,000 
inhabitants. It was founded under the most un- 
favourable circumstances ; for those who first com 

posed it, came from a very northern latitude,* or 
from the streets of London, and were mingled 
with whites, without selection, the good with the 
demoralized. Bad habits did more for their des- 
truction than the climate. Sierra Leone has re- 
covered now fiom this capital mistake, and in pros- 
perity and usefulness, forgets the lowness and ef- 
faces the stain of her birth. 

The Portuguese too, and the French, were emi- 
nently successful in making settlements on the 
coast, and far up the rivers in the interior. Al 
though the natives were uncivilized, they could 
scarcely be called savages, for they were a kind, 
hospitable and harmless people ; and their visitors 
found it easy to obtain a foot-hold among them. 
Some of the tribes in the interior, however, were 
less tractable, and more warlike and ferocious. 
Their customs were not so simple and unprejudi- 
ced, but had a strong tincture of mahometanism. 
By flattery, the skilful use of superior attainments, 
the possession of desirable objects of traffic, by 
prudence and well-timed violence, the Portuguese 
gradually spread themselves and their establish- 
ments over an immense extent of country, for 
inany hundred miles into the ‘nterior. Protected 
by their arms and reputation, missionaries preach- 
ed the gospel throaghout the country with wonder- 
ful success, as they relate. Miracles were wrought, 
and the natives came in thousands to be baptized. 
As long as the missionaries confined themselves to 
preaching and baptizing, they seem to have found 
the natives docile enough ; but when they came to 
abolishing polygamy, which universally prevailed, 
overthrowing the idols and their temples, and de- 
posing monarchs who would not be converted, they 
met with the fiercest opposition, and were compell- 
ed by a general revolt to fly for refuge to their forts. 
The Portuguese at length became so odious from 
their tyrrany and vices, that they were driven, grad- 
ually, from the continent, with the assistance of 
their enemies in Europe: and while the ruins of 
their towns and military posts, a few words of 
their language imbedded in the native dialects, 
and the slave-trade, are now the only vestiges of 
their once flourishing and extensive dominion, 
they demonstrate the practicability of civilized 
colonies on the coast ef Africa. It was not the 
climate that expelled the Portuguese ; it was their 
fierce bigotry, their brutal persecution of a harm- 
less race. How could the slave-trade and the gos- 
pel be preached with the same breath? The 
crucifix remains among the natives: itis one of 
their “ fetiches !” 

A singular superstition of the Portuguese, was 
one of the strongest incentives to discoveries and 
settlements. They believed there was a christian 
kingdom, some where in Africa, governed by a 
christian king, whose name was Prester John. 
To find this nation, which they thought had been 


"Nova Scotia. They had been carried away from 
he United States during the Revolutionary War. 


South-Western Coast of Africa. 
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so long mislaid, and lost to the christian world, 
was one of the great objects of all their expedi- 
tions; and every navigator on leaving Portugal, 
was furnished by his sovereign with particular in- 
junctions to look for his august cousin, *Prester 
John. They were therefore very careful to make 
enquiries of the natives, wherever they went; and 
ape that far in the interior were the great cit- 
ies of Timbuctoo and Jenne, they sent ambassa- 
dors to the emperors. Unfortunately, the particue 
lars of these interesting journies, which in later 
times we have so often vainly attempted to repeat, 
were not recorded, or are monldering in the jeal- 
ous archives of Portugal. All that we have learnt 
from them is, that they knew of a great river (ihe 
Niger,) near those cities ; that the inhabitants were 
of a lighter colour and strict Mahomedans (the 
Moors ;) and that beyond them, they were inform- 
ed, was a land (Abyssinia,) where the people pro- 
fessed the same religion as themselves. This re- 
newed their hopes and quickened their endeavors ; 
and they were finally gratified, after doubling the 
Cape of Good Hope, with a sight of Abyssinia, 
and finding there a few distorted features and faint 
traces of christianity. 

On the eastern coast of Africa, and up the riv- 
ers that fall into the Persian Gulf and Mozambique 
channel, there are Portuguese cities of consider- 
able size, where the language is stil] spoken, though 
corruptly. Their streets, bouses aud churches, 
give them the air of European cities. They are 
the great marts of the slave-trade, and oppose for 
fear of interruption, the most serious obstacles to 
every attempt to penetrate far into the country. 

Ii, for the fiendish purpose of trading in human 
tears and flesh, the Portuguese could establish 
populous, powerful and opulent cities in that con- 
tinent, why may we not effect the same, with the 
holiest purpose ? Heaven frowned on them, it smiles 
on our design. 

To found in Africa an empire of christians and 
republicans ; to reconduct the blacks to their na- 
tive land, without disturbing the order of society, 
the laws of property, or the rights of individuals ; 
rapidly, but legally, silently, gradually, to drain 
them off; these are the noble ends of the coloni- 
zation scheme. The wise and good have been 
meditating all along on the facility and magnifi- 
cent benevolence of the project, and have never 
ceased to cherish a hope in the holiness of the cause. 
Silently and almost unobserved, the foundations of 
a colony have been laid; and with less assistance 
than was bestowed upon this nation in its infancy, 
have flourished more and given brighter promise 
if becoming a powerful and happy people. The 
colony of Liberia has now arrived at a condition, 
in which it requires some encouragement. The 
problem of its possibility and bare existence has 
been solved. li should now be fostered. To over- 
look it longer might be fatal. Not the hardiest 
plants can flourish under perpetual neglect. Help, 
easily to be afforded, will now enable it to fulfil ins 
destinies. 

We may not send exploring expeditions tothe 
centre of the continent, to drag hidden nations to 
light and instruct them ; but we ought to accom. 
plish what is within our power. We way settle 

*Prester John, i.e. Presbiter John, i. e. Priest 
John; for they supposed him to be « prelate as well 
as King ;—a Christian Kailif;—asert of Pope in 
Central Africa. 
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an civilize the Western Coast, whence culture 
andthe Gospel may (and will,) by a gradual and 
surer progress, win their way, from the borders, to 
the very heart of the continent. Although this 
may be effected by individual exertions and private 
charity, yet why subject a scheme so fraught with 
usefulness to slow advances and precarious support? 
It should be adopted by the Nation, or by such of 
the States as approve it. 

Our object has been to show, that Liberia is ad- 
mirably situated for all the purposes in view. The 
soil is excellently adapted to the most productive 
crops, the climate is not so serious an obstacle as 
was supposed, the territory lies well for commerce, 
and admits of indefinite increase, and the surround 
ing tribes of nations are weak, pea¢eable and do- 
cile. Thus situated, the Colony will produce nu- 
merous good effects. It is a reservoir and asylum 
for such of our blacks as bave it in their power to 
remove; it may become themart of a lucrative 
trade, and repay us for all its expenses; it will be 
a foot-hold of christianity and civilization ; and 
within its influence,—the influence of its benign 
example, of its virtuous commerce, of its power, 
—the slave-trade must expire, and its perpetrators 
be taught “ to pity others’ woe.” 





From the American Tract Magazine. 
USEFULNESS OF TRACTS. 


THE TRACT REVIVAL. 
[Communicated by a student in Theology.} 


The following facts belong to the cause of Tracts, 
and I think it my duty to communicate them, to en- 
courage the friends of that cause in their exertions for 
its extension. 

About the beginning of June last, several persons 
uniting their efforts, established weekly prayer meet- 
ings within the bounds of a parish in the northern 
part of the State of New-York, in which religion was 
in a declining state, and where there were very few 
who sincerely mourned over the moral desolations 
which surrounded them. They introduced into these 
meetings the reading of Tracls, and at the first meet- 
ing, five or six persons were brought under a feeling 
concern for their souls by the Tract entitled, * Pause 
and think, Am Ia Christian?’ Ata second meeting, 
a profound solemnity rested upon every countenance; 
and persons were melted into tears ; but, at the third, 
the Spirit of God was evidently present in a still more 
powerful manner, so much s0, that many wept, and in 
this meeting, the Father of a family had his predom- 
inant sin presented to his mind, by the Tract entitled, 
“* Quench not the Spirit.”’ All the individuals impress- 
ed at the first meeting, soon after obtained a hope in 
Christ; and the conviction of several of the others re- 
sulted in their apparent conversion to God. 

j was also credibly informed, that in the course of 
the summer, a number of persons, in addition to those 
nlready referred to, were awakened, or received their 
first serious impressions, from the Tracts entitled, 
“ Serious Thoughts on Eternity,” ‘‘ Death-bed of a 
Modern Free-thinker,” “‘ Every man the Friend or En- 
emy of Christ,” “‘ Day of Judgment,” “ Heaven Lost,” 
and “ The Dairyman’s Daughter.” 

That individual, who now rejoices that he ever 
heard the Tract, ‘“‘ Heaven Lost,” is the father ofa 
family. During the celebration of the Lord’s Supper, 
which took place about the commencement of July, 
when a number of the converts, early in years, took 
their seats around the table of their Divine Master, 
and when the whole congregation was beholding the 
solemn scene in deep silence, this man’s guilty life 
rose up in his remembrance, He, however, yielded 


not a moment to his feelings, but strove against them, 
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and at last succeeded in driving away his uneasy sep. 
sations. Some time after, happening to attend a pra r. 
er-meeting, he heard the Tract, “‘ Heaven Log » 
read, and another arrow of conviction reached }j, 
heart. This sunk deep, and wounded him sore; ang 
no one could afford him relief, until at last he wa; 
“found by ONE who had himself been hurt by the 
archers.” HE “elicited the dart, and healed, apq 
bade him live.”’ 

The person who considers the ‘‘ Dairyman’s Daugh. 
ter’ as principally instrumental in leading him to ob. 
tain a view of his lost, sinful state, did not hear it read 
in any of the meetings. In answer to an inquiry jy 
reference to the cause which first induced him to a. 
tend to the concerns of his soul, he said that his par. 
ents, who were poor, had suffered him to stroll! abou 
the country, and live wherever he could find employ. 
ment; and, having been wonderfully preserved 
through many dangers into which his ungodly life had 
led him, he was induced to think much of his past sin. 
ful career; and, while these thoughts were often pass. 
ing through his mind, he discovered one day this 
Tract lying upona shelf. He took it into his hands; 
and having read a page, was so much interested, that 
he could not resist a desire to take it with him into the 
field where he was laboring. He read it through the 
whole distance on his way, and continued reading to 
theend of it. Then laying it aside, he began his work; 
but the impression which it had made on his mind, in. 
duced him to peruse it a second time, and “ seating 
himself upon a log,” he again read it through. From 
that time his seriousness increased: he conversed 
with a religious friend, and at length came to a reso- 
lution, I trust in the strength of God, to repent and 
flee to Christ for the pardon of his sins, which he now 
hopes he has obtained. 

It should perhaps be stated, that the reading of 
these Tracts was accompanied by personal visiting 
and free conversation with the individuals affected. 
By this means, impressions made by the Tracts were 
probably, in many instances, deepened, and rendered 
more permanent. 


The Tract, “A time to Dance,” at Saratoga 
Springs. 
[From a Merchant in New-York city.] 


Allow me to give you a brief narrative of some ef- 
fects produced by one of the Society’s publications, 
which came under my own observation; as it may be 
interesting to some of your readers, and may incite 
the friends of Tracts to increased activity and zeal in 
their work. 

Being on a journey to the Northward, during the 
warm season of 1826, I concluded to take Saratoga 
and Lake George in my course; and arrived at the 
Springs on Saturday morning. I resolved there 
spend the Sabbath, and on Monday to proceed on my 
journey. Having taken lodgings at one of the large 
public houses, | found there an assemblage from dif- 
ferent parts of the country; but could discover little 
in their character which bore the aspect of piety, ° 
gave the promise of much christian mtercowrse, or a0Y 
thing calculated to render a Sabbath truly profitable 
and delightful. 

During the afternoon, a friend proposed a ride '9 
a small lake, a few miles distant, and we did net ret 
until evening. On arriving at the door, we found th 
large hall brilliantly illuminated, and music resoun4: 
ing through the house inviting to the dance. Feeling 
this to be but a poor place for meditation, or prepa" 
tion for the Sabbath, we walked out, after tea, pres" 
ming we should be disturbed until a late hour at night 
But to our surprise and gratification, on returni's 
from our walk, we found that the music had ceased, 
and that the chandeliers were extinguished ; and 80" 
retired, undisturbed to rest, In the morning of the 





Sabbath, while walking in the hall before breakfast I 
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discovered @ number of Tracts, perfectly fresh and 
pew, distributed about on the seats; and among them 
was the one entitled “ 4 time fo Dance.” Convinced 
that the Tracts must haye exerted some influence on 
the evening get and thinking that the person 
who had kindly distributed them was probably in the 
house, I was anxious to ascertain which of my com- 
panions it was ; that I might learn the particulars and 
have the benefit of his acquaintance. While at break- 
fast, I also perceived that I was not the only one curi- 
ous to learn which wasthe Tract Distributur. But no 
information on this point was communicated, until the 
hour for public worship arrived, when, judging that 
the individual who had distributed the Tracts would 
visit the Sanctuary, | thought I should then perhaps 
be able to designate him. As Providence directed, | 
was not mistaken. We were favored with a plain, 
heart-searching sermon, and in returning from church 
I overheard a gentleman approving of its doctrines, 
mentioning the preacher’s name, and making some 
judicious remarks, which were sufficient to satisfy me 
that he was my man. 

A formal introduction was of course quite unneces- 
gary. I directly found he was a merchant from Bos- 
ton, and not of that class that are ashamed of Christ 
or his cause. We were soon acquainted; and on in- 
quiring about the Tracts, I learned that, during the af- 
ternoon previous, be had, undiscovered, placed a num- 
ber of them in the ball room; and that, having been 
read by the ladies and others, they were unwilling to 
join in the festivities of the evening. We had other 
reasons for believing that the Tracts had exerted an 
influence, by seeing the anger manifested by one of 
the gentlemen, who after reading a part of the “ Time 
to Dance,"’ said, ‘‘ This shall do no more harm,” and 
tore it to atoms. 

Thus we see what a judicious distribution of Tracts 
may do. If my friend had presented them personal- 
ly to these individuals, most of them so little accus- 
tomed to reflect, they perhaps would not have receiv- 
ed them kindly, or would have postponed the reading 
of them till after the ball. But finding a neat little 
pamphlet with this inviting motto, ‘‘.4 lime te Dance,” 
and thinking perhaps that it was a warrant from the 
Bible for their amusement, curiosity led them to pe- 
ruse it; and on doing so, it is not strange, that they 
should come to the conclusion, that if there was “a 
time to dance,” it was certainly not on “ Saturday 
night.” A Friend to Tracts. 


A Tract blessed to the conversion of a Student of 
Union College. 


The following fact, which I have reecived on the 
best authority, will show that it is not to the poor and 
ignorant alone, that Religious Tracts are calculated to 
be useful. Their efficacy consists in the Truths of the 
Gospel which they so forcibly exhibit ; and it is through 
the foolishness of that Gospel, that God saves them 
who believe, whether they are learned or ignorant. 

Mr. , a Student of Union College, had for some 
time been accustomed to visit in the vicinity, for the pur- 
pose of distributing tracts, accompanied by personal 
religious conversation. He was one day returning 
from one of these visits of love and mercy, with a few 
Tracts in his hand, when a fellow student, who was to- 
tally regardless of religion, hailed him from his win- 
dow, calling him by name, and saying in a contemp- 
tuous manner, “ What is it that you are carrying 
about with you there?” “I have,” he very respect- 
fully replied, “‘a few Religious Tracts ;”’ and selecting 
from the little parcel one of the most awakening and 
alarming, ‘‘ That one,” said he, ‘‘ 1 can recommend as 
well worthy of your own perusal.” He gave him the 
Tract, and proceeded to his own room. 

Three or four days afterwards, at the close of 
one of the college exercises, the young man whio 
was in the window took the ether by the erm, and re- 
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quested him to walk. His earnest inquiry, made with 
the utmost sulemnity, was, “ What must J do to be 
saved?” He told him that the truths of Ged’s word 
contained in the Tract, had fastened upoa his mind; 
he saw himself to be a ruined sinner, and feared there 
was no mercy forhim. About one week afterwards, 
he indulged a hope in Christ, and now gives good ev- 
idence of piety. 

But for this Tract, his talents would probably have 
been exerted in the mere pursuit of worldly good. 
Now, it is hoped. he will become an able and devoted 
minister of Christ! Blessed reward for distribuling 
one Tract ! Cc. 


Bishop Chase’s use of 1000 pages of Tracts at the 
contenpiuted site of Kenyon College, Ohio. 


My sister, says, the Bishop, (we report it merely 
from memory,) sent me 1000 pages of the Tracts of 
the American Tract Society, which I received while 
making some of our earliest preparations for the lo- 
cation of the college. We had already collected 
about 70 children into a Sabbath School, whom we 
instructed, for an hour or two previous to the public 
service, which we regularly commenced at |1 o'clock. 
While engaged with these children, [ found that 
a large number of young men had collected around 
us; but it was only to be spectators of our proceed- 
ings; for, though only a small part of them could 
read, they seemed to feel above being taught in a Sab- 
bath School. At bength, on receiving the Tracts from 
my sister, | went out among them and said, ‘‘ Why 
do you stand gazing about here? Now just take 
some of these little books, and gather yourselves to- 
gether in little circles of half a dozen or a dozen each, 
and let those among you who can read, read to the 
others. It is better than to be idling away your time in 
this manner.”’ His invitation was cheerfully compli- 
ed with, and for saccessive Sabbaths, says the Bishop, 
it was one of the most affecting sights I ever witnessed, 
to see them collected in little groups, and seriously 
listening to the words of life contained in these prer 
cious little Tracts. 


From Rev. Miner Pratt's report of his agency in 
Connecticut. 


One evening, after preaching on the subject, a lady 
took me by the hand, and said, “ Do pray that the 
hearts of this people may be opened to contribute of 
their substance. The messenger of the Lord has now 
come, and He calls for his own.” The next day I 
called on this lady, who, after making herself a life 
member, told me that she had been in the babit of 
sending Tracts to a femate friend, till she greatly re- 
sented it. She, however, continued to send them. 
At length this friend came one day into her house, 
threw her arms around her, and with tears streaming 
from her eyes, said, ‘‘Once I hated and despised 
you because you sent me Tracts. Now I love youa 
thousand times the better for it. God, I hope, has 
made them instrumental of saving my soul from 
hell!’ 

I saw a physician, who told me, that he wished al. 
ways to have a supply of Tracts with him, that he 
might leave them witli his patients: for, said he, “I 
hope I have myself received everlasting benefit from 
them.” 

I saw also an ivfidel, who was hopefully converted 
through the instrumentality of a Tract read to him by 
his daughter, who was pious. 

A lady told me that ber daughter-in-law, who had 
been brought up a member of the Society of Friends, 


had received impressions from the reading of a ‘Tract 
which were sanctified, as she believes, to her conver- 
sion to God. She is now anactive Tract [istributor. 

I became acquainted with a man, whoa fow months 
ago, was a Scoffer and a Blasphemer: and so bitterly 
opposed te religion in all its forms, that he actualls 
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prohibited his little daughter from attending the Sab- 
bath School. She continned incessant in pleading 
with him for permission to go, till at length he yielded 
to her entreaties, She went—received a Tract—car- 
ried it home—her father’s curiosity was excited to 
know its. contents—he read it—by the power of di- 
vine grace, it fastened conviction on his mind—he was 
for some time almost in despair—till at length the 
Saviour was pleased to manifest himself to him—and 
he appears now to be a humble, devoted Christian. 

I saw some others, who, it was hoped had received 
everlasting geod from Tracts; and heard of others. 
I was told of a rerival of religion, the past Summer, 
which commenced by the instrumentality of a Tract 
carried home by a Sabbath School child. The par- 
ents of this child, who were Universalists, received im- 
pressions from reading that Tract, which proved in- 
strumental of their conversion; and from them the re- 
vival spread till it became quite extensive. 





CURE FOR INTEMPERANCE. 


The following additional proofs of the efficacy of 
Dr. Chambers’ medicine for the cure of this awful 
malady were communicated for the Recorder & Tele- 
graph, by Mr. Louis Dwight. Try it,—try it. 


I spent the afternoon on Friday, in company 
with Mr. G. Hallock, and the whole day on Sat- 
urday, in visiting individuals and families, in dif- 
feremt parts of the city. for the purpose of ascer- 
taining, whether Dr. Chambers’ medicine for the 
cure of intemperance is efficacious. As the sub 
ject is one of much interest, I am willing, to take 
the responsibility of stating the evidence, which 
has been presented. 

T. D. W. of the firm of R. T. & W. a gentle 
man of great respectability, with whom I have been 
many years acquainted, told me, that he had aman 
in his employment, 50 years of age, who had been 
addicted to intemperance many years, who ex 
pressed a willingness to take any thing but poison 
tocure him. Mr. W. procured some of the medi- 
cine and administered it a few times, in conse- 
quence of which the old man has Jost all thirst for 
spirituous liquors, and appears like another man. 
He says, it cost him fifty dollars a year tc get 
drunk, and now he does not love strong drink, and 
therefore he infers that he may yet rise in the world. 
This case is of two or three weeks continuance 
only. 

Mr. S. arespectable mechanic, well known here, 
and highly esteemed by many of our acquaint- 
ance, says, that he has a young friend, who was 
subject to fits of intoxication, once in two.or three 
weeks. He took the medicine 6 or 7 weeks ago, 
and has lost all hankering for spirituous liquors. 
Mr. S, and Mr. W. both express considerable con- 
fidence in the efficacy of the remedy. 

The Editor of the Christian Advocate, shewed 
me two letters, written by persons in this city, with 
liberty to publish them, declaring that they had 
been cured by the use of this medicine. Mr. B. 
from these letters, and from other testimony which 
has been presented to him, has felt himself justified 
in writing an article in his paper in favor of the 
medicine. 

Mr. H. as you know, the editor of the Observer, 
has expressed an opinion from evidence obtained 
some weeks since, that the medicine is valuable. 
He has since devoted more time to the examination 
of witnesses, the effect of which is to confirm the 
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of the New-York Bible Society, has known many 
cases in which it has been administered, and has 
confidence in its efficacy. He mentions two or three 
very interesting and striking cases of cure. 

Mr. S. an old man, *hom I saw, s#vs he wags 
ten years addicted to intemperance. He took the 
medicine 5 or 6 weeks since, in consequence of 
which he has Jost all hankering for spirituous jj. 
quors. His employer, a gentleman of respectabjl- 
ity, confirms this statement, and says he disiissed 
this man from his service before he took the medj- 
cine and has restored him since. 1 saw both the 
individuals here spoken of. 

Mr. K. an industrious mechanic, whom I saw, 
says his brother-in-law, a youth of 19 years, had 
become a curse to himself and his friends, and had 
become so sottish as to make it necessary to tikes 
him to the hospital. The physician at the hospi- 
tal, said he could not have lived a fortnight, in the 
continuance of such excess. This young man 
tuok the medicine eight weeks ago, in consequence 
of which he has lost al] thirst for spirituous liquor, 
and cannot be tempted to touch it. His appear- 
ance is changed to that of a temperate and heal- 
thy youth. His brother in-law cap use no lan- 
guage strong enough to express his confidence in 
the efficacy and value of this remedy. 

Mr. D. a mechanic in the same neighbourhood 
took the medicine about one week since, having 
been previously as we learnt from himself and wife 
very intemperate, and now he bas no relish for 
spirituous liquors. There were great indications 
of joy and gratitude in the countenance and ex- 
pression of these people. 

P. E. took the medicine about the same time 
with D. He had been in the habit of drinking 15 
or 16 glasses per day, and in his last fit of intoxi- 
cation, te was drunk five days. His cups were the 
first thing in the morning and the last at night; 
for the last 4 or 5 years, he has been very much 
abandoned. His dreadful thirst for spirituous li- 
quors is quenched, and he says he is willing to pro- 
claim to the world the benefit he has received from 
Dr. Chambers. 

Mr. A. young man thirty years of age, has been 
dreadfully intemperate 13 years. His father, who 
is now dead, was the same, and brought up his son 
in his own habits. This young man, has been 
twice a lunatic; three times brought to the gates 
of death by fits ; ten times committed to the watch- 
house; and repeatedly brought home drunk to his 
mother who is a widow, all in consequence of in- 
temperance. He took the medicine seven weeks 
«go last Friday, and continued to take it till the 
Tuesday following, and he has had no desire for 
spirituous liquors since, the facts in this case we 
collected from his mother, his employer and him- 
self. I have seldom seen a more grateful and hap- 
py woman than his mother. 

There are other cases ; but I have not time or 
space to state them. 

Dr. Chambers’ address, is Rutgers’ Medical Col- 
lege, Duane-street. ‘The medicine is in phials at 
$5, each, with directions for using ; or in powders, 
which may be sent by mail. I shall send one doz- 
en phials by Mr. G. to Boston on Tuesday, which 
the Dr. says may be returned without expense (0 
me, if it is found after using four or five bottles, 
that it is not efficacious, 

Louis DwicHt 





opinion already expressed. 
Mr.N. a venerable man, and one of the officers 


New-York, March 18, 1827, 
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From the Charleston Observer. 


Mr. Evrror,—I send you copies of two original 
letters ; the one from the lamented Obookiah, 
the other from bis early comrade, Thomas Hoo- 

. who is now successfully and zealously en- 
gaged in christianizing his fellow-countrymen 
in the South Seas. They are among the first 
efforts of these young men to express them- 
selves in the language of our country by writing, 
after their conversion to christianity. I have 
been very careful in copying not to alter any 
thing—you have them as they cameto me. If 
on this, or any account, you deemthem worthy 
of a place inyour paper, they are very much at 
your service. B 


South Canaan, (Con.) March 31, 1816. 


Deak Sir.—lI have taken this opportunity to 
write to you [T would mentiun that [have been 
sick with a cold—I rejoice that I am in the hands 
of God, so I will not let hie» go except he bless 
me. I pray to him, offering the morning and eve- 
ving sacrifice. The sacrifices of God are a bro- 
ken spirit—A broken and a contrite heart, O God, 
thou wilt not despise. The Lord will save them 
that are of a broker heagt, and save such as be of 
a contrite spirit. I will try to press towards the 


mark for the prize of the high calling of God in 


Christ Jesus. 

I pray to him always according to his mercy to 
save my poor soul out of that awful prison where 
hope never comes. 

I mention to you that I have had a letter from 
the City of New-York—about eighty entertain 
hope, and about one hundred are under convic- 
tion. In Salisbury about two hundred and sixty 
entertain hope, and in the town of Canaan about 
one hundred have hope. We have heard the 
sound of a going upon the mulbery trees—I have 
seen the people in a number of places—there isa 
shaking among the dry bones ; many are enqui- 
ring “what shall we do to be saved ?” and many 
in other places, I cannot tell how many, are ho- 
ping. God can work and none can hinder—He 
commands every poor sinner to repent, and he 
will have mercy on them, and he can turn them 
as the rivers of waters are turned. 

The time is coming when at the name of Jesus 
every knee shall bow and every tongue confess 
that he is Lord to the Glory of God the Father. 
[hope the Lord will visit you with the out-pour- 
ing of his spirit. You must tell poor sinners they 
have precious and immortal souls to be saved or 
lost! I feel anxious to go back to Owyhee and 
see my countrymen, but must wait till E get an ed- 
ucation. IT hope you will pray for me and all 
poor sinners. 

Mr.and Mrs. P. . . . and Mr. Obookiah 
send their respects : please write to me soon. 

lam Sir— 
Your affectionate friend, 
THOMAS HOPOO. 


Mr. E.H. B 





South Canaan, April 2d, 1826. 


Dear Sir :—With respect to your request, I shall 
write you a few lines. I desired to write to you long 
‘ince, but wanted time; since you were here, my 
health has been quite poor—trouble with bad cold; 
and unable te write. But by the kindness and care 
Providence, my bealth has been restored. I have 
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nothing to say, that would be interesting ; but we 
must remember that all our supplies and help, are in 
the Lord, as without Him we can do nothing. If we 
feel our infinite need of Jesus, as our only refuge from 
sin and harm, we shall trust in Him alone for pardon 
and salvation ; remembering that we have no righte- 
ousness of our own tg recommend ourselves to His fa- 
vor. For every secret sin in the sinners heart, is 
known to God as well as the state of our own hearts. 
We are apt to follow after sin and leaye our pesent 
duty behind us ; which is, to be watchful and prayer- 
ful against allevil. For it is said, “‘ Pray that ye en- 
ter not into temptation.”’ If it be the duty of all sin- 
ners, to pray or to repent, let them all examine them- 
selves, and see whether they have done it or uot; or 
whether they mean to do it. If sinners will not re- 
pent now or in this world, they will some where else, 
when their fear cometh, but too late; God will also 
laugh at them; for it is written, ‘ Lalso will laugh at 
— calamity ; | will mock when your fear cometh !"’ 

c. 

You requested me to give you some account of the 
awakenings around about our neighbouring towns. 
The work of grace in Salisbury is still increasing. 1 
saw a young man from there last evening, | asked 
him for the number, he could not state it, but as far 
as he could judge, supposed it to be considerably more 
than two hundred in the whole. Respecting this place 
it is not so great as in Salisbury ; but it appears to be 
more favorable than a long back. We have general- 
ly full conference meetings; the people appear very 
solemn, and attend to it particularly. It is by the 
grace of God, that our lives have been spared soe long 
in order to make dp our lives in holy duty, and in or- 
der to be prepared for a better country. I can add 
nothing more, but I hope that the Lord will be gracious 
to each of us according to his gracious promises. Do 
not forget to write to us. 

I remain your affectionate friend, 

HENRY OBOOKIAH. 

To E. H. BR. 


NEW-ORLEANS. 


We have received, from a very respectable source 
a communication relative to the moral condition of 
New-Orleans. The concluding part we insert with 
pleasure.—NVew- York Observer. 


How does it happen that this point (New-Orleans,) 
has been so long neglected? The smallest destitute 
village in the Western States, seems to excite more 
commisseration in the hearts of our eastern Chris- 
tians, and among the Missionary Societies at the 
North, than this most important City, already con- 
taining a population of 50,000, and rapidly increasing. 
How strange is it, that the most important post in our 
country, should be so wholly forgotten. Fifly thou- 
sand souls inhabiting a spot of ground not more than 
two miles in length, and one in breadth, and only three 
small Protestan congregations. Christians, think of 
this! Christians, look at the mighty valley of the 
Mississippi, already teeming with a population of 
more than three millions, and increasing with a rapid- 
ity unexampled; look at its water courses already 
navigated by more than one hundred and thirty Steam 
Boats; for this mighty valley there is, there can be, 
but one out-'et. At that out-let stands the oy of New- 
Orleans. And now Christians, ask yourselves what 
must be the influence of that City on the millions who 
are to people the immense and fertile vallies of the 
West. Look now at Mexico, containing a population 
ot 7,000,000; and ask what is to be the influence of 
New-Orleans upon that immense Republic! Look too 
at Cuba, and see the connexion that must necessarily 
subsist between that fertile Island and this place! and 
now ask yourselves—can we any longer neglect that 
most important post, and be guiltless? Remember too 
that yeur sons and your daughters are flocking hiih 
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er, to fill up and increase our City: are you willing 
that they and their families should remain exposed to 
all the temptations which assail them——that they 
should live without God and die without hope? Hun- 
dreds of those who have been brought up in the 
steady habits of New-England, here throw off all re- 
straint, disregard the Sabbath, and indulge iu all man- 
ner of licentiousness. 

It is a melancholy ‘act, that great numbers of our 
citizens from New-England and New-York, keep their 
stores and counting-rooms open on the Sabbath morn- 
ing, and spend their afternoons in idleness or dissipa- 
tion. Will you make no effort, not evento rescue 
those who are sone of your bove and flesh of your 
flesh, from the jaws of the destroyer! Ah Christians, 
could you see what we sce, and feel what we feel, you 
would no longer turn a deaf ear to our City—you 
would come and help us. 





COLONIZATION SOCIETY. 
CIRCULAR TO THE CLERGY. 


Wasuincron, 14th March, 1827. 


Rev. and Dear Sir :—Urged by the most powerful 
consideration, the President and Board of Managers 
of the American Colonization Society, respecttully so- 
licit your friendly exertions in aid of the great enter- 
prise in which they are embarked. Obliged to depend, 
at present upon the charities of their countrymen, 
they cannot but hope, that you will be pleased to 
bring the claims of their cause before your congrega- 
tions on the Sabbath which shail immediately precede 
or succeed the Anniversary of the National Indepen- 
dence, and invite contributions for its benefit. As 
the Society will make application to Congress, at its 
next session, the managers transmit, herewith, the 
form of a memorial, which they perceive has been al- 
ready circulated to some extent by the friends of the 
Society, to which, should it meet your approbation, 
they would earnestly request you to obtain the signa- 
tures of those who may regard the object of the 5So- 
ciety as one of National interest, and that you would 
transmit it to the Speaker of the House of Represen- 
tatives. 

BUSH. WASHINGTON, President- 


R. R. Gurvey, Secretary. 


To the Honourable the Senate and the House of Repre 
sentatives of the United States in Congress assem- 
bled. 


The prayer of your memorialists respectfully repre- 
sents, that among the free People of Colour residing 
in different sections of the country, there are many 
individuals earnestly desirous of removing to some 
part of the world where they may form a seperate and 
independent community, and that there can be very 
little doubt, but that, by suitable encouragement to 
emigration, a similar disposition might be created in 
the greater part, if not the whole, of that class of co- 
loured People already free. 

Your memorialists have also reason to believe, that 
there are many of their fellow-citizens in the South 
and West, possessed, by inheritance, of large num- 
bers of slaves, to whom they would very readily ex- 
tend the blessings of freedom, if they could do so 
without entailing on their country the evils inseper- 
able from a free coloured population, and on their 
slaves themselves, the dangerous consequences of 
freedom, unconnected with sufficient inducements and 
sufficient means for its proper and wholesome enjoy- 
ment. 

With a view, therefore, as well to encourage the 
emigration of free People of Colour, as to afford the 
necessary facilities for the general removal of slavery 
from.amongst those desirous of ridding themselves of 
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its evils, your memorialists beg leave respectfully te 
suggest to your. honourable body the propriety of 
providing, on the Coast of Africa, a suitable asylum 
for the reception of such free People of Colour, a; 
may think proper to emigrate, and of such slaves, as 
the humanity of individuals may induce them to |jp. 
erate, and the laws of the different States may peri; 
to emigrate. 

And in connexion with this measure, your memo. 
rialists would further suggest the importance of set. 
ting apart from the annual revenue of the Goverp. 
ment, a suitable fund, for furnishing the means o/ 
transportation to such free People of Colour 4; 
may be desirous of emigrating to the Coast of Afi. 
ca. 

In bringing this subject to the consideration of your 
honourable body, your memorialists deem it unneces. 
ary to enter into the various and delicate considera. 
tions, rendering the removal of both descriptions o/ 
population in question, desirable. The evils insepar. 
able from them, are too obvious to require elucidatioy. 
They are too great to be reached by any means with. 
in the power either of individuals, or of the States. 
And their extension, in a greater or less degree, to 
every sections of the country, designates them a 
objects peculiarly worthy of National considera. 
tion. 

To you, as the guardians of the National weal, the 
subject is most respectfully submitted, in the earnest 
bope, that, as there is none other involving such deep 
and extensive interests, it may command your early 
and untiring consideration ; and that the result may 
be, to lay the foundation for the gradual and volunta. 
ry removal of the greatest evil, both moral and politi- 
cal, with which the wisdom of Providence has seen 
proper to afflict our country. 
SSS. 

RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCER. 


NEW-HAVEN, Apnit, 7, 1827. 
PROMOTION OF TEMPERANCE. 


In a small parish in the State of Maine, where the 
inhabitants were formerly quite dissipated, and where 
intemperance was fast gaining gréund without a 
check, there has been a surprising change. About 
two years since they were favored with an extensive 
revival of religion; and although it has in a great 
measure subsided, yet its fruits may be seen in the 
following extract, of a letter to a gentleman in this city. 

“Though few are heard to enquire, ‘what must [ 
do to be saved?’ yet some have been added to gur 
church, and much christian influence has been exert: 
ed with astonishing success in a moral point of view. 
This you will believe when I inform you that a society 
‘for the promotion of temperance in this place ha‘ 
been formed, embracing all the most respectable men, 
young and old, to the number at present of about ff 
ty ; and all ‘ abstaining wholly from the use of ardent 
spirits, except in extraordinary cases, it may be n¢ 
cessary as a medicine.’ Auxiliary to this, an associa 
tion of the retailers of spirituous liquors has been 0! 
ganized, whereby a stop has been put to selling £702 
in the stores to any person ; and none are to sel! spit- 
its to be carried out, except to persons reputed tem 
perate ; so that we have not now a grog-shop in this 


we 


village !! 














LOTTERIES. 


Mr. Whiting—I have noticed in your paper a piece 
strongly deprecating the evil of intemperance, >“ 
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shall we deprecate an evil and not point out the road 
which leads to it, is there not an evil among us equally 
as extensive and demoralising as that of intemper- 
ance, which is sanctioned by our Legislature, and pre- 
sented to the public, as a necessary resort, to support 
our Religious and Literary Institutions. Who would 
not shudder at the idea of a gambling-house being 
erected in this land of steady habits, as a necessary 
measure to support our Bishops, and yet is not this 
a fact that such means are employed! If you ask 
where, I will point you to our numerous Lottery 
Offices, and ask you if theyjare not gambling-houses, 
in the fullest sense of the word, and the very high-way 
to intemperance and vice. What greater temptation 
can be placed before our industrious citizens, whose 
bard earnings will but scarcely meet their necessary 
wants, than that display which our Lottery Offices 
make of their twenties, fifties, and hundreds of thous- 
ands of dollars, all for five or ten dollars? Yet these 
men will justify themselves by saying, that we oblige 
no one totake them. True, neither did the serpent 
eblige our Mother Eve to eat of the forbidden fruit, 
yet the Almighty pronounced a tremendous curse up- 
on the serpent. Not for disobeying his commands, 
but for placing such an effectual temptation before 
Eve. If God manifested such displeasure towards the 
serpent, shall your conduct go unpunished? If the 
evils resulting from your system is not as extensive as 
that of the fall of man, yet your offence is more ag- 
gravating. For the serpent transgressed but once; 
but yours is repeated with various wiles, without 
shame or remorse, and victims are falling on every side 
who have been poisoned at your fountain, and driven 
to thedram-shop to complete their eternal dstruction.e 
UBOT B JO SFurjaay ay) syasmmoAd 07 auIZeUry j yoosda 
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who has thousands at his command, dwelling in his 
palace, attended by a retinue of servants, enjoying all 
that this world can afford, reduced in a moment to 
beggary and want, and you may form some idea of a 
poor man whose expectations have been raised by 
your charms. If your practice although sanctioned 
by law, brings such distress upon your fellow-beings, 
I will leave it to the Judge of all the earth, to decide 
your destiny. B. G. R. 


Revivals. 


We are informed by a christian friend, direct from 
New-Bedford (Mass. ) that a work of grace has spread 
its victories over that place. It pervades all denomi- 
nations, and more than a bundred have within a short 
time submitted to its power. 

A correspondent in Richmond (Mass.) informs us 
that a revival has recently commenced at Pittsficld 
“like a rushing mighty wind.” 

The work is great in Lee. Ata prayer-meeting in 
the morning, the first person who attempted to speak, 
uttered only three or four words and stopped. The 
second and the third were affected in the same man- 
ner. The fourth made a short prayer, and nineteen 
went from that morning prayer-meeting rejoicing in 
Jesus their Saviour. 

We are informed also that Williams’ College is a- 
gain blessed with a revival, and that there are six or 
seven hopeful conversions among the students. And 
again in Middlebury College a work commenced on 
the day of the annual concert of prayer for colleges. 
Aod if we are permitted to add Yale College to the 

list, will not even sceptics be brought to believe that 
there is efficacy in prayer. 
Jn addition to the places we have noticed, be- 
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fore, in this State, which are favored with revivals, 
we would mention North Killingworth, Canaan and 
Bridgeport. 


From the Reeorder & Telegraph. 
REVIVAL IN MONTREAL, (L. C.) 


Messrs. Evirors,—I forward to you the fol- 
lowing extracts trom a lewer, just received from a 
pious correspondent, residing in Montreal, Lower 
Canada. ‘They show that God is there, as in ma- 
ny parts of the United States, pouring out his Spir- 
it, 19 a manner which cally for the praise and 
thanksgiving of all his people. This intelligence 
must be particularly gratifying to those of your 
readers, who are acquainted with the origin and 
progress of the American Presbyterian Church of 
Montreal. ‘That church was organized but a few 
years since, in the face of much opposition and 
‘any discouragements ; but by the blessing of God 
on self-denying efforts, and the labors of an able 
and faithful minister, it has been steadily advan- 
cing in strength and numbers. The misrepresent- 
avion and obloguy, with which it has sometimes 
veen assailed im respect to its dearest interests, 
have tended rather to accelerate than retard its 
growth. And when it is considered that this 
church has already exerted a most important in- 
fluence in favor of the Bible cause, of Sabbath 
schools, and of evangelical sentiments, it must 
surely be regarded with no ordinary interest by 
the friends of religion ; and it is an occasion of pe- 
culiar thankiulness to God, that he is now pleased 
to pour down upon it the influences of his Holy 
Spirit. A Frienp or Revivaus. 

Tie following are the extracts: 

“I can not longer refrain from writing to you, 
on a subject, which, at present, mterests and 
warins the heart of every true Christian in our lit- 
tle society. The Lord, in his mercy, has been 
pleased to visit this neglected spot with the out- 
pouring of his holy Spirit. Mr. C., the next Sab- 
hath after his return, appointed a church meeting 
on Tuesday evening following. Most of the mem- 
bers were present, feeling no erdinary pleasure in 
meeting thei pastor again after so long an ab- 
sence. But it noust be confessed, that at this time, 
we, as a church, were in a state of great stupidity 
and coldness in regard to spiritual things. At this 
meeting, Mr. C. exhorted the church to awake 
from their lethargy—to search their hearts, and 
to humble themselves on account of their sins and 
short-comings in duty. For this purpose a day 
of fasting and prayer was appointed; and from 
that time, Christians have seemed more and more 
alive to duty, and been blessed with a spirit of fer- 
vent prayer and supplication. 

“The Lord who is ever more ready to give than 
we are to ask, has manifested his saving power in 
a wonderful manner. The work commenced in 
the Sunday school. Several teachers and one 
scholar are the hopeful subjects of it. ‘The dissi- 
pated and the stout hearted are made to bow to 
the sceptre of Jesus. And we have reason to hope, 
that about thirty immortal souls have been brought 
out of nature’s darkness into God’s marvellous 
light. 

“Our Sunday school is in a very prosperous 
state. The number of scholars is about 200.— 
There are more than 40 teachers, who are unwea- 
ried in their exertions for its prosperity. Last 
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Sabbath, a sehool for blacks was commenced ; 19 
attended, and more are expected.” 


WILMINGTON, (DEL.) 


We have had the pleasure of perusing a letter, 
from the Pastor of the 2d Presbyterian church at 
Wilmington, to his friend in this city, dated March 
12th, giving a brief history of the prominent cir- 
cumstances and incidents of the revival among the 
people of his charge; from which we make the 
following extracts: 


“ There is little in the state of the congregation 
that would strike a stranger as at all uncommon, 
unless he should tarry several days, and ascertain 
the pulse of individual feeling. Our assemblies 
are, indeed, larger than usual, and more solemn ; 
but no violence, or even liveliness of feeling is, in 
general discoverable in the auditors. The first 
thing that would strike a stranger, would be, the 
number of those who, after the benediction and 
dismissal, resume their seats. On some occasions 
not five persons have left the house, and generally 
more than half remain to listen to further exhort- 
ations. After half an hour or three-fourths of an 
hour we dismiss them again, but find a great num- 
ber still tarry for personal conversation. Under 
this part of the exercises, there is occasionally a 
burst of feeling, especially at the breaking up and 
departure from the sanctuary. Of animal feeling, 
however, there is next to none, and disorder and 
confusion are unknown. 

“Though some date their convictions as far 
back as August and September last; and the fast 
day in June, and the Bible Class, commenced 
about that time, seem to have been blessed, yet 
there was nothing visible till the fast day and 
communion season in December. On that occa- 
sion, two or three of our Jeaders were roused, and 
have been sleepless since. Early in January, on 
every Friday and Sabbath evening, some few 
Christians began to tarry in the church after the 
evening service, to spend one hour in prayer and 
conference. From about a dozen, the number 
soon increased to half the congregation, and the 
meetings became very solemn and indicated the 
special presence of the Lord. 

“ About this time, two of our male professors, 
who had been devoted worldlings, and mere cy- 
phers in the church, were, without any visible 
means, excited in a most extraordinary way, and 
communicating their feelings to their brethren, set 
them on fire. (These things I state that you may 
learn not to despise the day of small things.) 

“ About the middle of January, some few of 
our members became so distressingly anxious that 
they could not eat, sleep, or be at rest, till an anx- 
ious meeting should be called. The Pastor, full 
of unbelief, and backward to use any special! 
means, refused, or delayed ; till their importunity 
becoming irresistible he at length half consented, 
and called a conference of anzious Christians, 
and serious non-professors. T'o his surprise, there 
were a number of inquirers present, aud the ensu- 
ing week there appeared many more. Still he 


was backward about talking to them, and the first 
evening actually went away without a word of in- 
dividual conversation! These things he now states 
with humiliation and shame. 

* About the first of February, two of the breth- 
ten from Princeton, at his request, came to spend 
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a few days withus. They immediately commen, 
ced a course of family visitation, and of close pun- 
gent personal conversation, which was almost jm. 
mediately and visibly blessed. At the first an x. 
ious meeting about twenty-seven appeared ; at the 
next, about seventy ; and the number of ingnirers 
has since increased to upwards of one hundred ; of 
whom about fifty already hope in the Lord. 

“ Several professors have entirely renounced 
their former hope, and say that they never experi. 
enced a change of heart before. In fact, the work 
has been, in some respects, more striking among 
professors than in others.” 

Several very remarkable and signal triumphs of 
grace in individual cases, and extraordinary infly- 
ences of the spirit in families, are also mentioned, 
which, perhaps, at present, it may not be expedi- 
ent to insert in the columns of a newspaper. We 
learn that the work is still in progress; and that 
thirty-six persons made a public profession of their 
faith, at the communion in the above mentioned 
church on the last Sabbath.— Philadelphian. 


NARRATIVE 


Of the State of Religion within the bounds of the 
Presbytery of Troy. 


The Presbytery of Troy have under their care 
twenty three churches, of which fifteen are fur- 
nished with settled pastors, two the stated sup. 
plies, and six are vacant. In casting our eyes 
around upon this spiritual territory, this heritage of 
the Lord, many things are seen which are calcula- 
ted to depress, and others to cheer the heart. The 
practical evils which most prevail, and which lay 
waste and desolate the borders of our Zion, are 
profaneness, intemperance and sabbath-breaking. 
The latter has been the subject of much writing, 
and of increased action, on the part of the church- 
es of late, but no effectual remedy has yet been dis- 
covered or applied. The annual inquiry made in 
the Presbytery on the subject, and the increased 
vigilance on the part of church sessions, relative to 
this manifest violation of the law of God, have al- 
ready produced, within the pale of the communion, 
some salutary effects. Porfaneness ard intemper- 
ance, though they prevail to an alarming extent 
among us, and cause the heart to bleed and the 
land to mourn, have not, as yet, called forth any 
efficient measures for thei: suppression. 

It appears, that the monthly concert for prayer 
is attended in all our churches; sabbath schools, 
catechetical instructions, and bible classes, receive 
a considerable share of attention; and the gospel 
is preached and its ordinances adininistered with 
the usual degree of regularity, faithfulness, and 
effect. 

Revivals of religion have not been numerous 
within our bounds during the past year; and the 
Presbytery cannot conceal the fact that many of 
our churches are in a state of lamentable coldness 
and declension. The spirit of prayer, and an 
earnest looking and wating for God, are too rarely 
seen and feltamong us. Qur churches need rous- 
ing up bya mighty impulse-before the day of the 
Lord will emphatically come.” While many drops 
from heaven have descended upon several of our 
churches, and diffused gladness over the heritage 
of the Lord, but two of our congregations have 
been visited by revivals of a distinct and pow erful 
character—the one, the congregation in Bruns 
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wick commenced in the month of Oct. last, under 
the more direct and pointed preaching of the word, 
than had been usual iw the ministiations of the 
sanctuary inthat place, The effects of truth was 
soon apparent. The church began to awake from 
its slumbers, and the spiritof God descended in 
mighty power upon sinners. The flame kindled 
from house to house, till almost everyfamily id this 
small congregation became, to a greater or less 
extent, partaker of the work. The whole number 
of converts may be estimated at upwards of 100, 
of whom 66 have already united with the church, 
and others will soon follow their example. Most 
of the adults belonging to the congregation are now 
either members of the church, or entertain hopes 
that they have passed from death to life. 

The first hopeful appearance of the revival in 
Troy, Was discovered more thana year since. An 
increased solemnity was apparent in the sabbath 
evening lecture, and the minds of a few young 
persons were first distinctly impressed. A mee- 
ting for religious inquiry was appointed in the 
month of Febuary, 1826, which has been continu- 
ed ever since, and has been attended by from twen- 
ty to one hundred and sixty persons each success- 
ive week. Of the fruits of this revival more than 
one hundred have united with the church, and still 
greater numbers are looking forward with anxious 
hearts to the time when they may be permitted to 
affix their seals to their covenant with God. The 
woik is now going on with unabated progress. 
Cases of cunviction and hopeful conversion occu 
every week. 

The means which have been principally employ- 
ed, aud signally blessed, in this revival are preach- 
ing and prayer. The truth has been presented to 
be heart with great simplicity and point, and chris 
tans who have.taken the most deep and steady 
interest in this work, have been fully impressed 
with the cheering truth that God delights to hear 
and answer the prayersofthe church. With the 
impression of this truth, and deeply affected by the 
remaining desolations of Zion, the presbytery 
would unitedly lift their hearts to God to pour out 
a blessing upon us till their be not room enough to 
receive it.—T'roy Review. 


Mr. Kine. 


I exceedingly regret, Mr. Editor, that this dis- 
tinguished missionary has left the field of his re- 
cent labours, and ison his return to this country. 
What! Shall he come home and be buried ina 
College ? O tell it not in Gath ? Let the Christian 
world look at that man. Let them reflect on what, 
in three years, he has accomplished. Let them 
see what a commotion he has made in the Armen- 
anchurch. I hear his name is at this moment on 
the lips of thousands, and striking terror alike in 
the monks of Barcelona and Jerusalem. Let them 
consider his knowledge of the oriental !«nguage, 
and above ail, his noble Wolfian spirit. Napoleon 
would never let such aman go into retirement. 
Uy soul burns within me to gothrough the Amer- 
‘can churches, and raise a fund of $20,000 that, 
the moment he steps foot on the American shore, 
€ may see that itis the universal desire of the 
American churches that he should go back and 

their missionary in Greece and Armewia. I 
am confident the sum could be raised, under the 
Patronage of the American Board; and as confi- 
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dent that*he would not resist such an expression” 


of public feelings. Will it be said he is pledged to 
Amherst ? Amberst will let him go. [ know they 
will ; for they are Christians. The church must; 
do I say must? They will awake to the worth of 
this man. [Conn. Obs, 


STEAM BOAT ACCIDENT. 


A melancholy disaster ocgurred on board the steam- 
boat Oliver Ellsworth on the 22d ult. on her pas- 
sage from Hartford to New-York, by which sever 
al persons lost their lives. We extract from the New- 
York Spectator, the following particulars, as well om 
account of the Christian conduct exemplified by some 
of the parties concerned, as the lively manner in which 
the awful scene is described. 


As we before stated, the accident happened at 
sea, about seven miles this side of Saybrook, be- 
tween half past 7 and 8 o’clock. [t was dark, and 
a fresh gale ahead caused the boat to labor. Most 
of the passengers were fortunately below, and 
some of them had retired to their births. The re- 
port of the explosion was tremendous—louder 
than*the heaviest cannon. Dr. Spring was stand- 
ing in the centre of the gentlemen’s main cabin, 
and Mr. Lockwood had stepped to the baggage 
house upon deck, to get their cloaks for himself 
and Dr. S. to walk upon deck. Unfortunately he 
was passing the boiler at the instant of the explo- 
sion. At the moment the sound was heard, a num- 
ber of the passengers rushed to the door of the 
cabin, to go upon deck, and in opening it, receiv- 
edi a volume ef the hot smoke and steam, by which 
all upon the stairs were more or less scalded, and 
the Messrs. Goodwin, as mentioned on Saturday, 
and a passenger from South Hadley, name un- 
known, were seriously, though, it is hoped, not fa- 
tally injured. As the steam rushed into the cabin 
it extinguished the lights, and au appashing scene 
ensued, which was aggravated by the palpable 
darkness in which they were enveloped. All were 
nearly suffocated, and would have been, had not 
Mr. Porter, one of the passengers bethought bim- 
self to dash out the cabin windows, At the same 
instant, also, Capt. Havens, who was upon deck, 
knocked in the sky-lights. The forward progress of 
the boat being stopped, she rolled tremendously in 
the troughs of the sea, and a cry of fire mingled 
with the confusion above, and the heart-rending 
cries and groans of the wounded and dying. When 
the others rushed for the deck, the great body oi the 
passengers would have done so likewise, had it not 
been for the calm remonstrance of Dr. Spring, 
who alone stood collected and unappalled within 
the jaws of death. “ We shall probably go down, 
my friends,” said he, “and we may better remain 
here than encounter additional dangers above.” 
As the smoke cleared away, the captain called all 
bands upon deck. Mr. Lockwood gained his feet 
amid the wreck by which he was surrounded, and 
was first discovered by Mr. Washburn, by whorm 
he was supported to the ladies’ cabin, out of which 
it was the will of Providence, he should never come 
alive. His first words were, “I am a dead man— 
my throat is burning—I shall not recover.” Dr. 
Spring flew to his assistance, and was unremitting 
in his attentions until he expired, which was at 
5 o’clock on Saturday afternoon. Nor was he re- 
miss in his atteutions to the other sufferers. 
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The scene, as it may well be judged, was no less 


frightful above, than appalling below. There 
were but three ladies on voard; but their guardi- 
ans instantly put them into the small boat which 
hung as usual by the side of the steamer. Into this 
boat the passengers, to the number of 18 or 20, 
Sprang after them, and it was only by the quick 
and decisive order of the captain, that they were 
saved from being precipitated into the angry deep 
by the parting of the rigging, which was begin- 
ning to yield to the unusual weight. The suffer- 
ings of the engineer and fireman cannot be c scri- 
bed. Their cries were agonizing. Mr. Lock- 
wood did not complain of severe pain, but was ra- 
ther benumbed. His hands and head, and one side 
were frightfully scalded. The only medicinal ar- 
ticle on board was sweet oil, which was copiously 
administered both externally and internally. 

After some degree of order had been restored, 
and it was ascertained that there was no danger of 
sinking, the passengers aud crew were collected in- 
to the cabin, and a fervent address to the throne of 
infinite grace, was offered by Dr. Spring, suppli- 
cating mercy and compassion for the wounded, and 
pouring out a grateful ihank-offering for the deliv- 
erance of those who had escaped the immediate 
perils of the trying moment. What an impressive 
hour was that! Those who had hearts to feel, 
must have felt then: and had the stoutest infidel 
been among them, surely he must have been mel- 
ted, and bowed in awful reverence and submission 
to Him who holds the elements in his hands, and 
guides them according to His sovereign pleasure. 

The sails were then spread, and the boat return- 
ed to within four miles of Saybrook landing, where 
she came to anchor, and a boat was sent on shore, 
and messengers to the village, to make known the 
disaster, and procure such relief as could be had. 
The physician (Dr, Carter,) hastened to their as- 
sistance, with his two students, with cotton for ap- 
plication, fd such medicines as the emergency 
demanded. Great praise is awarded him for his 
alacrity, skill, and tenderness with the sufferers, as 
also that of his pupils. The fireman, however di- 
ed inafew hours. Before light, the Macdonough, 
Capt. Bebee, from New-York, came along, was 
hailed, and took the Oliver Ellsworth in tow, to the 
landing at Saybrook, where the disaster had of 
course become generally known, and where the ut- 
most sympathy was manifested, and the greatest 
attention shown by the inhabitants. The ladies 
from the village, (a mile distant) moreover, sent 
every thing-down which they supposed would con- 
tribute to the comfort of the passengers, and miti- 
gate the sufferings of the wounded. The clergy- 
man of the parish, (Mr. Hotchkiss,) also attended 
to mingle with Dr. Spring the consolations of re- 
ligion. 

A messenger was dispatched to New-London, 
to procure the steam-boat Long Branch to bring 
the passengers to this city, (New York,) and in the 
inean time, the corpse of Mr. Andrus, the fireman, 
was taken on shore, funeral services performed, 
among which Dr. Spring delivered an appropriate 
address, and the body was then taken to the bury- 
ing ground and interred. 

There is but one voice, and that of commenda- 
tion, among the passengers, as to the skill and care 
of Capt. Havens, his self possession, decision of 
character, aud kindness and humanity to the pas- 
Sevgers in general, and to the wounded in partic- 
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ular The immediate cause of the explosion is yo, 
known, nor is the situation of the engineer suc}; a. 
to enable him to give any explanations. 

The Oliver Elisworth was taken in tow by the 
Macdonoogh on her return passage, and arrived 
about 9 o’clock yesterday morning. The reports 
of the passengers had given us considerable ground 
of hope that our excellent fellow-citizen, M, 
Lockwood, would survive, and be restored to his 
family and his usefulness. But such was not the 
will of Heaven. He lingered until 5 o’clock oy 
Saturday evening, when he calmly expired, in the 
full possession of his reason, and in the confiden: 
and joyful expectation of enjoying his sabbath iy, 
a better and brighter sphere. His body was takey 
to his bereaved family, and Dr. Spring, with 
countenance of unutterable anguish, and evident); 
with much bodily exhaustion, entered his pulpit a 
few minutes after the Rev. Mr. Peters, who had 
been procured to supply the anticipated vacancy. 
Mr. Lockwood was an active and beloved officer 
of the brick church, and the audience, becoming 
apprized of the meiancholy tale entered the church 
with looks of universal woe. Mr. Peters delivered 
an appropriate discourse from Isaiah lvii..1: “The 
righteous perisheth, and no man layeth it to heart.” 
Atthe close of the morning service, Dr. Spring 
rose, apparently with an insupportable weight up- 
on his breast, and gave notice, that it was the wish 
of the passengers who had escaped the direful ca- 
lamity, publicly to return thanks to Almighty God 
for his protecting care and goodness to them in 
the hour of peril, which they had so recently es- 
caped, and he should esteein it a privilege to unite 
with them in such an offering, in the services of the 
afternoon. an 

This notice brought together a great concourse 
of people in the afternoon, so that the house was 
crowded to its utmost capacity, from floor to gal- 
lery, and inevery aisle. Av air of deep solemnity 
prevailed over the whole niultitude. ‘The praye: 
was peculiarly affecting and impressive ; and when 
Dr. S. rose to pronounce his text, a breathless si- 
lence reigned throughout the solemn assemhly.— 
There was an eagerness to catch every word. His 
text was from Isaiah, xxxviii. 17, “Thou hast in 
love to my soul delivered it out of the pit of cor- 
ruption.” The discourse was in a great measure 
extemporaneous, but higitly appropriate and im- 
pressive. At times the speaker was so nearly 
overcome with emotion, that his utterance was 
choaked. But it was literally an assemblage of 
mourners, and his sobs and his tears, mingled with 
those of his hearers—for there appeared not to be 
a dry eye, br an unmoved bosom in the congrega- 
tion. But when he dwelt upon the surprizing pa- 
lience, fortitude, and perfect resignation, and the 
manner of the death of his friend and fellow la- 
borer, a gleam of joy passed over his counte- 
nance, like a bright ray of sunshine shooting 
through the melancholy clouds of autumn. It 
was a solemn service, and long will it be remem- 
bered. 

We have dwelt longer upon this painful subject 
than we had anticipated. But to the large and re- 
spectable congregation in which he was an officer, 
the blow is a severe one. It is true that the loss 
of one so suddenly summoned to his long account, 
is no greater than though he had languished for 
weeks upon the bed of sickness. But the atteo- 
tions of friends and relatives around the bed ©! 
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sickness and gradual decay, and a thousand en- 
dearing cirenmstances, contribute to soothe the 
feelings, While the daily spectacle of wasting na- 
ture prepares the minds of the surviving friend for 
the soul’s departure. The heavier the blow, the 
severer the pang. And when, as in the present 
case, our friends are cut down in the flush of 
health, in the prime and vigor of manhood, and 
in the midst of lives of exemplary piety and ex- 
tensive usefulness, itis then that the sting of death 
is often more keenly felt by the survivors than the 


victim. 





From the Recorder & Telegraph. 
HOME MISSIONS. 


The Rev. Mr. Bush of Indianopolis, states the 
population of Indiana to be rated at between two 
and three hundred thousand souls. Among all 
these, there are but twelve resident Presbyterian 
clergymen, and but three candidates for the min- 
istry in the Presbyterian connexion. Though he 
is himself stationed in the centre of a large body 
of population, yet his nearest clerical neighbor 
lives at the distance of fifty or sixty miles. 

Indiana must soon rank with the most populons 
states of the Union. It is “teeming with the 
hordes of emigration, and the progress of improve- 
ment is inconceivable.” During the autumnal 
months, nothing is more common, than to see ten, 
fifteen, or twenty waggens, passing in a single day, 
carrying the little all of the families which pass in 
groups by their sides—destined to a most fertile 
tract of country bordering on the Wabash. Here, 
the utmost luxuriance of soil is combined with 


unequalled charms of natural scenery; here is to’ 


ve the garden spot of Indiana. 
naanite is yet in the land ;” its 
clusters of Sodom. 

Still, says Mec. Bush, “the Lerd has a chosen 
seed scattered here and there over this barren 
land. “These are they, who are pining for the 
bread of life—who are turning their anxious eyes 
to the proffered aid of your society.” “ They are 
few in number, and weak in means, but could 
the gospel be once statedly fixed among them, 
their prospects would be enlightened, as it is well 
ascertained, that there is scarcely any settlement 
in the country, containing a few pious families, 
but the number would speedily be increased by 
emigrants, were there only a certainty that the 
privileges and ordinances of the gospel awaited 
their arrival.” 

No man who has known by experience the 
blessings of gospel order, can feel altogether at 
ease, when settling down with his family in a situ- 
ation where these blessings cannot be enjoyed. 
And almost .any man will readily subject himself 
to considerable sacrifices, that he may secure to 
himself and his children those kind influences 
which flow from the maintenance of divine insti- 
lutions. Hence, when emigrants are determining 
the precise spot of their location, they will ‘usually. 
plant themselves where they may indulge the hope 
of setting “ under the droppings of the sanctuary,” 
and of leaving to their children the legacy of a 
Pious minister’s prayers and instructions. 

_ But in a new gountry, it is not possible for min- 
sters to subsist, without aid from abroad—I mean 
ifthey devote themselves, according to divine in- 


But, “the Ca- 
usters are the 
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first emigrants to such countries usually carry with 
them little other wealth than what lies in bones 
and sinews; and for many years they are able to 
do ne more, than to clear their farms from the in- 
cumbrances of debt, and barely live; something 
they may do, and they are ready to do it—but it is 
little that can be done by any, and the numbers 
of those who can do this little, are small. Now 
the question #, whether they shall be compelled 
to live in a state of spiritual starvation, for ten or 
twenty years, till they shall have lost their taste 
for spiritual food, and become disinclined to any 
exertion to maintain divine ordinances—or wheth- 
er they shall receive the aid of their Christian 
friends in the older settlements of the country, 
during their perilous state of infancy, and thus be 
prepared after a few years to support those ordi- 
nauces by their own energies, and even contribute 
to impart them to others? ‘This is a solemn ques- 
tion—brought home to every Christian bosom, by 
that Providence of God which has opened the 
way to send them saccor. S. a. 





American Education Sociely.—The Rev. Mr. 
Cornelius has obtained subscriptions in Maine-for 
9 Scholarships. They are from the following 
sources: the male members of the 2d Congrega- 
tional church, Portland—the ladies of Portland— 
gentlemen and ladies of the North Congregational 
Society, Bath,—same in the South Society, Au- 
gusta—same in the 1st Congregational Society in 
Hallowell—citizens of Topsham and Branswick— 

entlemen and ladies in Saco—and Mrs. Phebe 
ord, Kennebunkport.— Mirror. 





A Broap Biow.—A friend of ours, some days 
since, called at the house of an intelligent Deist, 
who has long been known as a determined aud en- 


jvenomed opposer of the Christian Religion, and 


found him reading Dr. Channing’s Discourse, re- 
cently preached ata Dedication in the City of 
New-York. The conversation soon turned upon 
the merits of the Sermon, and the distinguished 
ability of its author, when our friend inquired of 
the gentleman how he liked the production. “ I 
like it much,” said he, with particular animation. 
“It strikes a broad blow atthe Christian system, 
and will prove a decisive triumph for the Religion 
of Nature. Dr. Channing differs from me in very 
few points, and [ au satisfied that within five years 
he will preach the doctrine which I Lelieve.” 
[Columbian Star. 





— Obituary. 








Diep,—lIn this city, on the Ist inst. Mr. Hezekiah 
Hotchkiss, aged 74. 

At Humphreysville, on the 18th ult. Mrs. Phebe 
Dayton, io the 78th year of her age. Mrs. D. has 
kept a respectable public house for more than 50 
years. She abounded in deeds of charity, and the 
poor and the afflicted around her will deeply feel hex 
loss. 

At Wallingford, on the 2lst ult. suddenly, Mrs 

Hannah Ives, wife of Mr. Abijah Ives, aged 64. 

At North Branford, on the 10th ult. Mr. David. 
Baldwin, aged 52. 

At Wethersfield, on the 16th ult. Mrs. Webb, relict 
of the late Joseph Webb, Esq. 

At Hartford, Col. Hezekiah Wyllys, aged 80. 
graduated at Yale College in 1765. 


He 





junction, “ wholly to their work”—because the 





At Farmivgten, Chauncey Deming, Esq. aged 70. 
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Poetry. 


THE SUN OF RIGHTECUSNESS. 


How dark were the clouds which enveloped my soul ! 
- How chee: less the prospect which bounded my view! 
The biilows dashed o'er me, disdaining control ; 

Aad loudly and roughiy the stormy winds blew ! 











My magnet was false, and my pilot asleep, 
0 star shone to guide me—no harbor to save ; 
Bat wildly my shallop danced over the deep, 
The scoff of the breeze, and the spert of the wave. 


When lo! as the rocks seemed around me to close, 
And the wide-yawning gulf to account me its prey, 
The bright Sun of Righteousness mildly arose, 
The clouds were dispeiled, and behold '!—it was day. 


The dangers which threatened my bark to o'er whelm, 
Once touched by that light, all their terrors forego ; 
While Fauh with her compass smiled sweet at the helm, 

Aad Hope with her anchor took post at the prow. 


Then sank the hoarse winds and the surges so wild, 
The voice of the tempest died gently away ; 

While a zephyr, as soft as the breath of a child, 
Began through the cords and the canvass to play. 


My soul, which was lost in the wrathful commotion 
Of breeze and of billows commingled and drear, 

Now smovthly and safely glides over the ocean, 
Unharrassed by doubt, and a stranger to fear. 


And see, where the beacon of mercy is gleaming, 
And points to the beauties of yonder fair strand, 
Where the banners of love and of glory are streaming, 
To sooth all my sorrows, and hail me to land! 


H. E. 








THE PREACHING OF THE GOSPEL. 


The Gospel! should be preached in its naked simplicity 
Nothing must be added to it; for the wisdom of the bigh- 
est has devised it. Nothing must be taken from it ; for all 
which it contains, was, in the opinion of infinite wisdom, 
necessary for the purposes fur which it was given. What 
though some of its doctrines are humbling to the pride of 
the heart? What though some of its precepts point to the 
rugged path of conflict and self-denial? Not one of these 
doctrines or precepts ean the Christian minister omit, or 
even disguise, without doing homage to his own wisdom, 
and pouring contempt on the wisdom of God.—Sprague. 


THE UNIVERSALIST BIBLE. 


The following article from the Anti-Universalist, is a spe- 
cimen of the language of scripture, as is it should be, to 
sustain Universalist opinions. — They who liave their hi- 
ding-place in this retuge of lies, would do well to con- 
side: these distortions of the trath, and the violence 
which mus: be done to a multitude of other passages to 
* pillow this vain hope.” 


1. He that believeth not on me, out of his belly shall 
flow rivers of living water; becaase if he believeth not 
now in this life, he will believe some time or other. 


2. Ye shall seek me, and shall die in your sins; but 
whither I go, ye shall come—of course ye shall go whith- 
er I go, if there is no bell; and if there is one, ye shall 
come whither I go, after having endured a very long and 
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painful punishment. Thus, according to either of our sys. 
tems, ye who die in your sins shall come whither I go 


3. Ye are of your father, the Devil ; although there j, 
no Devil, and all are the children of God. 


4. 1 [Christ] and my Father are not one. because thi, 
would make me God, when I am buta man. 


6. Whosoever liveth and believeth not in me, shaj) 
never die. 

6. He that loveth his life shall not loge it ; and he tha; 
hateth not his life in this world, shall keep it unto |if, 
eternal 

7. Ifany man serve not me [Christ] him will my F, 
ther honor. 


8. He that rejecteth me, and receiveth not my word, 
hath one that judgeth him ; the word that I have spokey 
the same shail not judge him in the last day, for there \\\) 
be no future judgment; but the same judgeth him as \, 
goes along; tor ‘ every day we stand before the judgme,, 
seat of Christ, and receive in the body according to {h»: 
we have done, whether it be guod or evil.” 


ADOPTION. 


How great is the benevolence and condescension o; 
God, as exhibited in the plan of redemption by Jesys 
Christ. 

Guilty and hell-deserving as we are, he offers to us the 
pardon of our sins, and the salvation of our souls. He 
proposes to us an everlasting covenant of grace: a cove. 
nant by which all penitent and believing sinners are ad. 
mitted to the most endearing and honvrabie relation to 
Christ, and through bim to the infinite Jehovah 

Should a child of infamy and wretchedness be adopted 
into a family of affluence and reputation, and be treated 
with the tenderness of a son, all men would applaud the 
disinterested condescension of the benefactor. This. 
however, would be but a very faint representation of Je. 
hovah’s condescension, in admitting any of the human 
race into union with his beloved Son. In the supposed 
case, it would be only the condescension of one creature 
to another. But in the gracious act of God to believers, 
there is the condescension of the Infinite Creator w gui 
ty creatures. fy an act of free and sovereign grace, he 
condescends to feceive them into his own family, to call 
them his children, and to treat them as heirs of bis throne 
and kingdom. He exalisthem to a covenant wnion with 
his own Son—the King of glory—the Saviour of Israel. 

[ Lewis’ Sermon. 


SELECTIONS. 


Alexander Severus allowed Christianity, out of love to 
that one precept: Do not that to another, which thoa 
wouldst not have done to thyself. 


Piety is the foundation of virtue ; where the spring is 
polluted, the stream cannot be pure; and where the 
ground-wo \ is not good, the building is not lasting; he 
does novhing, that begins not well; that is only p:aise- 
worthy, wav h proceeds from a right principle. Disioity 
is a better stock than niorality to graft on; little can be 
expected from depraved nature. 


Let integrity be the ballast of your soul, and virtue the 
lading ; you may be deprived of honors and riches aguinst 
your will, but aot of your virtues except you consent. 


_ Piety is the best profession ; honesty the best policy 
vice its own punishment ; and virtue its own reward. 


_ Xenocrates divided each day into several parts for va- 
rious employmenais, assigning one to silence, wherein t 
study what to say. 
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